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Hoosier entrepreneur working to keep lawns green 
BY I£YI~ LEIBROCK 

kem.lelbrock@llyertroop.COOl 

After 16 yei.l~ in rmmu­
fUI;\uring. Phlinlieltl resiu!!rll 
Pal Mahoney decided h~ 

needed u change of scenery. 
II turned out Ih:11 scenery 

would end up heing his new 
businc~s. 

Last October, Mahuney­
a olllivc of Madison -
decided 10 try tii~ luck in 
landscaping by openi ng a 
Spring-Green Lnwn Care 
kJllchise in Plainfield. 

"I've ulwuys been po!Tsno­
ally involved with my own 
lawn and I like doing [hal 
kind of work llultlOUfS." 
Muhoney said . .. ] ~IMlcd 
shopping around and I knew 
[ wanted 10 gu III a frunchi~c 
bet:i1u$e of their ~uccess rale. 
[ looked 0.1 20 different fran­
chises and Spring-Green 
stuck out becliuse it mel with 
my other goals :InU I wanted 
to keep a small stuff:' 

Since its inception in 1977 
in Naperville, il L. Spring' 
Green has e,tp>llIdeu to 
indude 119 locati"n~ in 15 
states, The franehi~e i~ espe­
cially allraelive to new busi­
ne~~ owner.~ loOkil1!! to 
mointain low overhead wsts 
while working at horne until 

II CUS1\lmer hase is buil l. 
Mahoney's Sprin!;,Green 

l'ranehise .~e rves ~ widc ~rC>l 
west of Indi,mnrnlis, from 
Lebanun to Mooresville, Its 
prill1<Jry bIL~ines.~ is weed 
control and l u~\'n f~ni1i~a' 
{il\l1. hut it ulsn offers (rce 
and shruh care. a~ well as 
insect contml. 

While his fmnchiS<! is nOI 
yet even a year old, 
M,lhuncy saiu he hilS nlreall)' 
huih a loyal customer base 
afiu h~s fllughly an l!5 rcr­
cent r..:teminn ral..: among 
,,:u .~t\lm..:rs. 

"Cnstnl1l..:r luyalty is big 
allu \w take great striues tu 
creat..: that:' M:thoney said. 
" 11 was also a big reason for 
me in leaving rn:lnUfue tLlf­
ing. Whether I W:l.~ going 
inlo fast fUOlI or any other 
kind of hu.~ i n.; ss I fel t like 
the quality or ..:u~tmnH serv­
ice was going down lhe 
druin ;.lnd I wanteu to be a 
p:m nf lising that:' 

Mahoney said tht' demand 
for 1<lII'n c>lrc partly stems 
from th..: MlCial fraTll.:work 
of taday's ncighhnrhllllt.!s. 

''Thac arc a lot more, as I 
call Ih'::m, cuoki.:: CUller 
ncighborho\Jd~:' Mahoney 
s ~id, "A lot of hurnes look 
the same and Ill\\'n c;lr~ is 

taking off heClt liSe if one 
person wanls a great I<lwn. 
thcir neighbtlrs W:lnl on.: 
too. Everyone is trying to 
keep up with the neighbors 
and h<lve <I good looking 
I<lwn <lrea." 

Recent rainfall has caused 
T<lpiu growth <lrnonl! local 
lawlls, but Mahllney said the 
wet weather al·tually hasn't 
sUb5 1 ~ntia ll y :lffccted his 
busille.~s. 

"We were more uffet;led 
by the drought we had I~st 
y.:ar," he suid. ''The lack !If 
r~in dmn<lget.! so m<lny yards 
last summer so we saw a 
hug.: iuo.:re~se uf customers 
last fall : ' 

Another fa":lOf urfccl ing 
Mahoney 's bu~in.:ss hus 
been Ihe recent ~pike of fud 
costs, Because fenilil<:f is 
made partly of petroleum. 
rising g<ls prices h<lve hart 
his mUl..:riol costS, 

"The econtlmy hus hurt all 
of IlUT bottom lines:' 
M<lhoney s<lid, "We don 't 
tend tl) raise OllT prices in big 
.:hunks. Fcrlili"/.er is almost' 
SO percent p<.,troleum so that 
delin itdy affects uC 

Despite rising costs, 
Mahoney said h~ plans 10 
expant.! his franchise to 
inL"iudc one Uf tWII audition-

SUBMITTED PHOTO. 

Pat Mahoney of Plainfield runs a Spring,Green Lawn Care-franchise that serves ClJstomers 
fromlebanofl to Mooresville, 

al 1\"II:lItions ovrr the nest 
live years, He ~aid numcrou~ 
lal)dseaping opportunities 
coult.! arise from an 1,69 link 
from Indianapolis to 
Ev~ns\' ill e . 

.Mahoney offered ;) few 
W(lrc.l.~ of adv ice for nther 
entrepreneurs lookin}! to 
nHlke a smooth car~er tran' 
sition when switching 
lIelds. 

"Do :I lot of research," he 
~<lid . "M~ke sure you know 
your goals, have a good 
bu~ine~s plan, and rea lly 
know whot you're getting 
into." 


